D i " He su.u that there is little need .
il to attempt to make the facility =
~ more modern. ““TNT is manufac- o
: tured today much as it was 60 to b
70 years ago. It is not necessary 25("
to have a tremendous research - ¥
WREa- j e program to find more economic ™ 3 =
5 5 'methods in the rielh.:n - = E =
. He also noted, wi uestion — e X
Government Cooperative, regariing outight e i § =
ot injuring the mol R
to Be Endangered e oy po- =3
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Chattanooga leaders were opti- “‘complete cooperation”” in the
mistic Thursday after talks with project. “We're all here with one
government representatives re- common purpose,” he said, “to
zarding possible creation of Doost the economy by creating

neavy industry sites on the 8,000- moresggll‘):sman for the Commit-

icre Volunteer Ordnance Works|tee of 100 said, “we are pleased

property. with the attitude shown by Mr.
A spokesman for the Industrial| Webb and his willingness to ne-

Committee of 100, which was well gotiate a satisfactory arrange-

represented in the Hotel Patten|ment.”

session, said the meeting could

lead to further discussion toward
a move to secure industrial ates subnormal potential for industal
on the large ordnance tract. * use because of the lack of utili-

tEhe meeting, billed as “‘explor- 1 lines to the area.
atory,” was organized in an ef- OPENED FOR SM E The irregular-shaped tract lies
fort to seek information, on the northern

Among those attending were: + o e e

former VOW complex as |t

Milburn Webb, , representing the mmi
%ﬂcz:éthe;ssés&gg:tsggr;tgy of :;gzh:fafilri::? fnglscat:::ico A i

e ’ e, e n- .

eral chmyrmau of the mdusf‘; 1 Bids to Be Accepted Unt“, While granting that the prop-
Committee of 100, who presided;| || ay 1—Doubts Aired = erty as it is now could have value
Floyd C. De]aney, president of' < for purposes other than indus-
;t’l;e Giezg.er Cham;oga %ha%“ on Industrial _Value trial development the industrial
a rlr; cl(; m°':§mcer§mere§} Ciat —_— | committee stated: “‘Unless utili-
Two hundred acres of govern- ties can be made available, the

tanooga contractor representmg,
Sen. Estes Kefauver, who was un-| ment property near Tymer, part COMmittee doubts its value for -

dus'tnal (levplonmeqt urpo.
able t y fi e e .
e to attend; and Ralph Kelley, of the former Volunteer Ordnance Rep. Brock n. Estes Ke-

ot

I
wly

“hattanooga mayor-elect. Works facility, will be sold on . n or - iy otaghs.id

Second Session sublie hid, Rep. William E. Brock “uct -wizs o Ha I to deter-

The discussion followed a pre- III has announced. n.ue waether additional acreage

iminary session two weeks ago oL the 1 O“ facility can be re-
Rep. Brock said the (’eruaral.h,1 se:l

:n Washington with Webb and ‘v private Jevelopment.

f"hatta.nwga industrial and civie Services Administration has ap-'
leaders. proved the sale of the VOW pmp—
"Webh said that the government eorty for private nse and sealed
;:glhggttso afgotgzzt‘ate in the dp:noé bids for the tract will be accepted,
would have to be on the basis that by the GSA Atlanta Regional Of-
capacny of thETNTplant as aﬁceunﬁllﬂmam. Mayl.'l‘he'
whole will bemaintainedf.oruse ‘bids w'mbe opened at noon that,
ineventotmobmmﬂnn. e ie. - day.

" Glenn D. Rucker, general man-
ager of Farmers Chemical Corp.,
Inc., fertilizer manufacturer, rep-

resented his company, which re-|

cently moved into a portion of the
VOW complex. The group was
given a brief progress report con-
cerning the operation of the as-|
| socation there. .

Rucker said that a $1 -mm!on’
rehabilitation project had been
undertaken by Farmers Cbemi«l
cal since moving onto the VOW|
premises, The funds were spen

~ Brock stated the land s “nea.r
the 60 acres of ln.nd recently pur-
chased from the federal govern-
ment by the Hamilton County
Board of Education.” ~ -
State Option Released
It became available for public
sale March 7 when the state re-
leased its option on the property.
The state had considered pur-
chasing the tract for recreational
use. Under the Surplus Property

‘on road repair, activation of elec-|
trical systems, water faciliti
and construction. He reveale
plans to double the capacity o:‘..
the plant in the future. ) |
Abandonment Unlikely |

In answer to a question con-
cerning the possible complete

‘bandonment of the property by}

ile government, one of Webb's
&'ﬁaﬂ representatives said:

““To abandon the facility would
be to destroy the mobilization po-|
tential on which the armed fi
depend:” To- build a new' plant
would -eest three to four:times the
amount spent on the. mmuywm
it was originally. constructed.””.

\'Act it could have acquired the
land for recreational use at 50
per cent of the fair market value1
a GSA spokesman stated. |
The Chattanooga Industrial
Committee of 100, in a statement
Saturday, expressed doubts at the
industrial development potential
of the 200-acre tract because ne -
rail or water tacﬂlties reach th
area. t
The committee said its
trial sites division -inspected th'eL
land several months- ago and a
llthnt time reported’. it





